Operating Instructions:

BEFORE YOU START THE FIRE:

Put a thermometer on the first section of single wall stovepipe you have coming from the stove, roughly 10-12” off the stove.  The thermometer is magnetic and will stick to the pipe.

Start by preparing your bed of newspaper and the smaller kindling. Be sure to use enough starter (newspaper). Before you light the newspaper and kindling, check your draft. 

To make sure that you have adequate draft, lift up the top lid, roll up a piece of newspaper, light the newspaper and hold it or rest it in the flue. Good positive draft will pull the flame/smoke into the chimney/flue collar. If the smoke backs up into the home or doesn’t pull up the chimney actively, you will need to continue to preheat the chimney. Often the light newspaper will be enough to get a draft established, however, it doesn’t work with your chimney, set a hairdryer in the flue and let it run for 10 minutes or so to help push the cold air out of the chimney. Recheck draft as needed. 

Once you establish a positive draft follow these steps:

1) Push both the draft and bypass handles all the way down.

2) Start fire with newspaper & kindling.  Leave door cracked if necessary until kindling is burning and fire will support 3 or 4 of the 3” pieces of wood. Add more wood if necessary to fill the firebox.

3) Wait for the thermometer on the stovepipe to reach 300 degrees, and then put catalytic bypass handle up.  Bring air damper lever up to 1.

4) The temperature on the stovepipe should fall gradually to 250-200 degrees. This is a good indication that your catalytic combustor is ignited and burning the gasses. Your stovetop thermometer should gradually rise up to the 450-600° range. 

5) When you are ready to add wood, put both handles down again, add wood, and wait for the temperature on the pipe to come back up to 300 degrees.  Then engage the combustor and bring air damper up to about 1 again.

It should take anywhere from 20-40 minutes for the temperature on the pipe to get up to 250-300 degrees from a cold start.  After adding wood to an existing fire, it should only take 10-15 minutes to get back up to 300 degrees on the pipe.  Our goal is to get the stovetop thermometer up in the normal operating range: 400-600 degrees on the soapstone.

The combustor will produce more heat if the smoke is allowed to pass through the cells slowly.  By reducing the draft, you will be making the combustor work harder and saving your firebox from excessive heat.

