
Masonry heating is not a new concept.
heated their. famous baths this way. The Chinese and
Koreans have used masonry heat for centuries, often to heat
beds or entire floors. Europeans began developing masonry
heaters about 400 years ago. Russian and Scandinavian
immigrants were building them 100 years ago in the North
American' prairies, where winters are long and cold fuel is

Mark Twain, traveling through Europe years ago, dis-
covered the virtues of masonry heat. Here is a little of what
he wrote about it;

"All day long and until past midnight all parts of the
room will be delightfully warm and comfortable ...Its surface
is not hot; you can put your hand on it anywhere and not get
burnt."

"Consider,these things. One firing is enough for the day;
the cost is next to nothing; the heat produced is the same all

"America could adopt this stove, but does America do it?
No, she sticks placidly to her own fearful and wonderful
inventions in the stove line. The American wood stove, of
whatever breed, is a terror. It requires more attention than
a baby. It has to be fed every little while, it has to be
watched all the time; and for all reward you are roasted half
your time and frozen the other half. ..and when your woodbill
comes in you think you have been supporting a volcano."

"It is certainly strange that useful customs and devices
do not spread from country to country with more facility and
promptness than they do." tIJ

Two early examples of the massive clay
stoves built in Northern Europe.


